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PROTEST

Rabbi Yaacov Haber

Ghandi said, "The lowest place in Hell is reserved for those who remain neutral in the face of a
moral crisis.”

In the story of Chanukah, a small group of righteous Kohanim stood up against the mightiest army
in the world to protect the values that they knew were holy. Miraculously, they succeeded. They acted
as did Shimon, Levi and Pinchus before them; Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Chananya ben Tradion after
them. They were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for the ideals of the Torah.

Are we?

There is so much wrong with the world and so much that needs to change. Where are we? Is it our
calling to protest? What if we feel that nothing will be accomplished by protesting?

There is an inherent spiritual tension that comes with the decision to protest. Is protest an act of
arrogance or sclflessness? To protest is to assume a position of moral or intellectual superiority and
therefore has great potential for arrogance. Even worse, protest often contains elements of anger and
temper, attributes that should usually be controlled.

So before we protest we must engage in a process of painstaking self-scrutiny. We must examine
the wisdom and motivation behind our need to assume leadership. We must ask ourselves: who gives
us the right to dare believe in our own understanding and then exert our personal opinion upon the
world?

This self-scrutiny can humble us into the silent background. Will the humble person ever
protest?

And then there is the practical dilemma. If we do protest, how will it affect our families and our
own standing in the community? If we don’t protest how committed are we to our vision of truth?
If we do submit to a system that we consider immoral, how long until we assimilate into that very
culture and become part of that which we despise?

Finally, if we do decide to react, how far should we take it? Or, perhaps a better question would be,
how far will it take us? How often in history have the highly principled activists fallen into violence
and immoral behavior to accomplish their moral goal?

The Maccabees stood up to fight, the Beis HaMikdash survived in Jerusalem for an extra two
hundred years. Jews were able to live in Isracl independently and maintain their tradition.

Yigal Amir, upon murdering the Prime Minister of Israel said: “Everything I did, I did for Israel.
For the Torah of Isracl, for the People of Israel and for the Land of Isracl.” Twelve years later, what,
in fact, was accomplished?



1 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Bamidbar Rimenim

nYIND NR YNR 'DN 7P R ijw’ 1an VIR NN 1is violent protest justifiable?
nNg D32 NRM DRIV N2 NTY 92 OPYA NYn YY?
TINN D7) 1020 TINR 13 MY2R 13 ONYI R TN IR
Napn YR ORIV YR INR K2 T2 YT NP NTYD
NP Y% NYRD M) HXIY? WK MR DY nR Apn  3Who can decide the appropriate
: : o : . : ’ : ’ circumstance for violent protest?

NYIIR N9INI DINRD P71 :DRIY? 222 HYN 19NN 1XYM
YR 13 DN DIRZ YD DR D TN (928 DIYY)
Ny IRIP2 ORIV 232 OYH MRN DR WD 1020 1IN 12
TR 127 DNRIPA TRIY? 22 DR 09I KD) DIIND NRIP
N2 PINR I 17 AN 101DV M3 DR 1D 1M NN

:9RIY? N2 HY 1927 VDR RIp TYR NNN DY NINd

2ls zealousness a legitimate cause for
violence?

(- D’PIDA NI PI9 I2TNI)

Behold! A man of the Children of Israel came and
brought a Midianite woman near to his brothers
in the sight of Moshe and in the sight of the
entire assembly of lIsrael.. And Pinchas son of
Elazar son of Aharon stood up from among the
congregation and took a spear in his hand... and
pierced them both... God said... “Therefore | give
him My covenant of peace... For he was zealous
for his God.”

(Bamidbar 25:6 -13)
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2 TorahLab/Rimonim,/Protest/Talmud Bavli Shabbos Rimenim

HY DANI -NMPN K9 1M1 PVIRY MNNY TWARY om 93 TWhat if 1am not sure | believe in the
?
09N 991 37 YWIR YY DANI 1Y MWIRD I OVIR
J919 D'?U)T] 59 '7}) DA -Y919 2 What if | endanger myself by protesting?

(72 97 NAW nooN *Yaa TINoN) 3 Why should | be considered guilty for the
actions of others?

If a person can protest the misdeeds of his
household, yet does not, he becomes guilty
with them. If he can protest the misdeeds of his
townsmen and doesn’t, he is guilty with them. If
he can protest the misdeeds of the entire world
and doesn’t, he is guilty with them.

(Talmud Bavli Shabbos 54b)
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3 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Reischer Rimenim

DRT 179K .19Y DANI AMN IR NN 1T VWV 2 { wiy should | protest i no-one wil
..DAN1 71PN YHAPN NN RY AN listen?

(R? NVID 2PY? 1YY ,IW APY 297)

He is considered guilty for not protesting, even if
they will not listen.

(R. Yaakov Reischer, Iyun Yaakov on Sotah 11a)

Rabbi Yaakov Reischer
(1661-1733)

o Born in Prague.

o Author of several halachic and aggadic
works, including Minchas Yaakov and
lyun Yaakov.

o Died in Metz.
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4 TorahlLab/Rimonim/Protest/Luzzato

Rimenim

21205 19 9WAR R 72N NR 2MRY N 3,0V N
RYW ORTIZY IMR D’9INN IR 192N DR DIN IRPY
NIRIYY 5120% 531 RY ;77an7 INY 2NIRY N DY INYH

2NN HY 192y 1DYYM on IMR YO NY

(V7 P79 DY NYON 790 H"NNIN)

If a person loves his friend he cannot stand by and
watch his friend be beaten and insulted. He would
come to his aid. Likewise, a person who loves God
cannot bear to see the desecration of His Name
and the transgression of His mitzvos...

(R. Moshe Chaim Luzzato, Mesillas Yesharim chapter 19)

1 If I do not come to the aid of another,
does that mean | do not love him/her?

2 What if the ‘natural consequences’ he
or she is experiencing will be ultimately
helpful to that person?

3 What if my protest on behalf of God
provokes a worse counter reaction?

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato,
Ramchal
(1707-1747)

o Born in Padua, Italy.

o Author of many texts including Mesillas
Yesharim and Derech Hashem.

o Died in Israel, buried in Teveria.
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5 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/ Tzuriel

Rimenim

DORN YR PNR NR AR DIRNY MY XD 9095
JMR 9¥8AY HTNY MIXNRND NPRL L,HYT wWn 13 WY
IMR Y9 XY RO NRYw? RY 'RTIA YarR N2 1DaRy
O10...3N027102 1187 ,RI71 PNIRY 7197 TN ROR ,NANIT
AR ,0%Y5 NIIXN NVM NP DTN RN NNY ,I1aT
2015 N2V RN NIITIM NYANN DTN LYK NI RN
,JIDI191 MY 17X NVYANN JWRI HaR 19) Navna

"N 590 NR NYon RN

(Rap 971 P9 N YW HRPIT N12)

If someone sees his brother eating food that
might be poisoned he will do anything to save
him, including using force. But he certainly
shouldn’t rejoice in the misfortune or curse him,
or the like. He should always remember that he is
his brother, and his intentions are for the other’s
good. Aggressiveness is an important trait that is
needed for the world. But it is like fire: in limited
and directed amounts it is good for cooking etc.
But when it surges forth unbridled, it can destroy
everything.

(Beis Yechezkel, Sha’ar 5, Chapter 6, p. 181)

1 What if my brother asked not to be
helped?

2How can | determine when my
aggressiveness is useful or destructive?

Rabbi Moshe Yechiel Weiss Tzuriel
contemporary

o Former Mashgiach in Yeshivat Shaalvim.
o Profilic author of many works including
Beis Yechezkel.
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6 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Talmud Bavli Bava Metziah/ Schneerson

Rimenim

JDINR VIVP T2 INRY TARY VIV :WPY W INR)

(179 97 RY'NN K12 NOON *H22 TINdN)

Reish Lakish said: Correct yourself first, then

correct others.
(Talmud Bavli Bava Metziah 107b)

P INRY RINY TY ,DMINRA HA0HN PRNY ,NINoN PR
YWY IXRY PNPPNY RN NINON ROR .NINHWN nYond
JWY? 197 IR 1INNY ,DNR HY

(VY:R MINYY YVIP?Y TAIRDNIRAY HYTIPN DNIN 177N)

Not that you should wait to correct others
until you have reached the height of perfection
yourself. Rather, by correcting yourself, you will
influence others, who will observe you, and do so
themselves.

(R. Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Likutei Sichos 1:79)

1Isit impossible to know or promote what
is right without being perfect?

) Should fear of hypocrisy prevent one
from protesting?

3ls it enough to show a good personal
example?

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
Lubavitcher Rebbe
(1902-1994)

o Born in Nikolayev, Ukraine.

o Succeeded his father-in-law as Rebbe of
Lubavitch in 1951.

o Started the worldwide Chabad-Lubavitch
movement.

o Authored many works including HaYom
Yom, Haggadah Im Likutei Ta’amim
U'Minhagim, and Sefer HaToldos, his
public discourses are published as
Likutei Sichos.

O Died in Brooklyn, New York.
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7 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Levenstein

Rimenim

DRI DTNIY DY HIY NYWAW ,NN’N DM YW IMHTH
IR DM DR L,INIRN DOWIY DRI INT DVYN
7919 N9YN 991 NRIW 1173 ROR M2INN NPT 2VNNN
-AX ‘N DRIPY D0 MIRND RN IT L,INI90NM INIan 9%
131971 .09 NN N27aY NOT NMVNY I3 NIYIa MR
D29W RN, WVINND MIRT Y H»9 DTRNY 1170V 1"wnd
NI H2I01 IRY VIND VWYY T R 19IR NTIRL DIYY
NR IR ORI YN DINTINRA VYN KR 1Han) 71NN
DN DVIT'N D271 R ,D2290 DYTN DYavIn
IMIAN Y INY RY NINR DOYIS D2V NYI NN IHNR
PINY 273 WIWIN NT 123V1,D°290 NYT INR I NPT
D22WNI NRY VI 1ANY Y93 DHNDN NIRY TY 13
AN AYawn RHYY 927101 DN 1D I ,09Y0 INR
J20191Y N1Y 1 NRMINN %3 N
(%7 97T MTNA HRPIN MR ,PIOVING HRPIN’ 277)
The entire nation was standing by and watching
the [illicit] act of Zimri, yet did absolutely nothing.
Pinchas ignored the general attitude, and when he
saw what was happening, rose and acted according
to his own understanding. This was the greatness
of Pinchas. Usually when a person sees that most
people behave in a certain way, he becomes
influenced by them and cannot do otherwise.
Think about our own lives, and how much we are
affected by public opinion, even in issues which
are completely clear to us. When public opinion
says otherwise, our own understanding doesn’t
help, and we get pulled along. This behavior is so
deeply rooted until we cannot even feel that we
are influenced by the world. Perhaps, if we lived
in the desert, without any outside influence, our
behavior would be completely different.

(R. Yechezkel Levenstein, Ohr Yechezkel, Midos p.296)

1 How far must a person go in his or her
protest against public opinion?

Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein
(1884-1974)

o Born in Warsaw.
o Author of Ohr Yechezkel.
o Mashgiach in Yeshivos Mir and

Ponovich.
o Died in Jerusalem.
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8 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Naiman

Rimenim

7oV ,Mpax ‘N NRIp RIp TUR OMAT NVYNL PO R
,N1ON NNV NNPYWYA ROR IR T MXN SV NIy
NRN IRVYN Y720Y YWIR NRIN HY 210N DIV RHY
D2V NN NVYND LINYY WY RY DR GRY ,N7INN
NN RY INWYNN INWYN NN DM YN DRY R¥N)
DYWY INVYN NYY NNPRIY 1179 ,7929Y .N7aY ROR MXN
NRIN AR 1NXYI VN ROY TY ,2H AR NN ,DNY

S99 R 9100 RIN 724 195 Misn

(:12 72712 1M INYVN 79D RN ,IDIN 37T ONN LR 2PY? 277)

An act of protest, which causes damage to another,
must be pure in its intent. It may not contain even
a trace of personal benefit. If Pinchas had received
even the slightest personal satisfaction in his deed,
his mitzvah would have been considered a sin.
Since his motives were absolutely pure and even
accompanied with a sense of regret.. he merited
receiving this reward, the covenant of peace.

(R. Yaakov Naiman, author of Darchei Mussar, as quoted in MiShulchan Gavoha,
Bamidbar 25:13)

1How can one be sure of one’s own
intentions?

2 Is there ever an instance where a person
does not act for personal gain?

Rabbi Yaakov Naiman
(d. 1982)

o Established Yeshiva Ohr Yisroel in Israel
in 1943.

o Author of Darchei Mussar.

o Died in Petach Tikva.
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9 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Mishkovski

Rimenim

:HRIWY 222 HY 7997 1PNY-RY R1p TR NNN

JORIWY MY-RY IR 'DIMNID-RY RIp TR’ RDY ) RPOT PPIORY
93 IR A O PR PRY 1a%0”  MIRIP NN 1R 0D
MNY N2 YR L0279 TI7 NPRY RN MRIPH HY nmnn
N5 RIPNN IRIPN YW NPV MTNYNN DR I ,717HY NNXN
S50 DIPORTA 71T NNV W1 ORIP NRY PR
NR RIPH RXY IR, DPIRL MDY NITTHN NIVNN NIPNA
ANRIP

LJNIRID VYR MYYY O TN RINT RN DRY ,R¥N)
W TN RY RN ,MIRIP T PR 1Y ,IWIY IR
2VIN APV HIL,NATIR LATIND DY MITHN I ,7D0PIOR"
T, IR NYAPY NYRN VOMIND J9'NN RIN,MIRIPN
VR MVYHYA 2INON PIPT Y .ApnYM NN M)
YR DM HYW MRIPN DR ONYY PHRD RIp
RDITHY

(:13 72712 ,NMA TNYWN 7902 R2IN 2PDIPWIN TPIHR IIHR HRST 2970)

Zealousness is not a path that can be taught
or commanded. By definition it is an act of
personal outrage. It must be based upon one’s
own understanding. The whole concept of
zealousness is fundamentally opposed to any kind
of instruction; it is completely against any form
of imitation. Therefore, if one performs an act of
zealousness that was learned from someone else,
then it isn’t true zealousness; for it is based not
upon one’s own perception of God, but rather
upon that of his teacher.

(R. Refael Eliezer Eliyahu Mishkovski, quoted in MiShulchan Gavoha,
Bamidbar 25:13)

1 Is it permitted to react based on one’s
own understanding?

2 Why does the creativity or originality of
the act of protest matter as much as
whether it is the right thing to do?

Rabbi Refael Eliyahu Eliezer
Mishkovski
(d. 1971)
o Rabbi of Kfar Chassidim.
o Became Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas
Knesses Chizkiyahu in 1955.
o Died in Israel.
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10 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Medrash Rabba

Rimenim

LAVPRY [ DYYa DY IMIRA PN ) YD R RPN VR
197,102 T PRVY 2PR 971 PYW DYYA N
JPTIN NowHa 12w 1711191 NV

(0:R NVWIA RIT MNY)

[Before Pharaoh decreed that Jewish male babies be thrown
into the Nile he consulted with three world leaders- Bilaam,
lyov and Yisro]. (ed. note)

Bilaam, who advised Pharaoh to carry out his
evil plan, was killed. lyov, who was quiet, was
punished with suffering. Yisro, who fled, merited
that his children became judges of Israel (lit. sat
[on the Sanhedrin] in the hewed chamber).

(Medrash Rabba, Exodus 1:9)

1 What is the difference between
remaining silent and running away?
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1 1 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Sorotzkin

Rimenim

RN DN LORIW NPT P DRI NPIdNNN Man...
JADRY 19 ,PIRN 72VY 119N DIRNM ,1NN Y91 MHVYAI
DINANN DPYRN P2, TNR TN 2130 17NN 13nY Hy
TEN ,DNINYY D227 DI TH DVYN HV 1R nnnHna
LORIWY DY M NN LR MW NRTA NYnnn v
YV PN N2 DPYRN YR DTN NNONIA AMPMm

Raplviy!

(Rn:1N NPYWRIA 1IN DINR PPRINIO YT 290)

There is a long-standing argument between the
elders of Israel and its youth. The elders will seek
peace at any price while the youth would prefer
war, though they are few in numbers against
great and many nations. This argument is as old
as the Jewish people. It is rooted in the difference
between the hot-blooded nature of youth, and the
calm nature of old age.

(R. Zalman Sorotzkin, Oznaim LeTorah, Bereishis 35:31)

1 Who is right?

Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin
(1881-1966)

o Born in Zachrina, Lithuania.

o Author of Oznaim LeTorah and Moznaim
LeTorah.

o Died in Israel.
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12 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Vilna Gaon

Rimenim

InY) 1IN0 DTRY, NS00 YR IMR Pan PN odn”
7IRWA XNV NI NNININ OR NMINYWAY PIN (ORTN
RPN TNR YoV 7Nan (P10 RHY) AR HY onMw
aR 927 Y2 HY TaApNNn ,TIRND 137 IWIA0Y N 199
MRY PINYNY NN PN PHR MYnn (1aT0) PRY
YN DIPN) T 51209 R ;NN NNYI0Y NWN TN OR

MRaX ‘N MR OR

(177279 NRXIN RN T 2aNd)

Anger must be transformed into patience. On the
other hand a person with excessive compassion
must develop the trait of anger... for all extremes
are bad. Therefore, a person who is hot-blooded
by nature, and who is very critical, even of things
that do not pertain to him, must first reach the
other extreme - absolute forbearance, even in the
face of the desecrated honor of G-d.

(Manuscript of R. Eliyahu of Vilna, Commentary on Mishlei 1:3, published by
Klienerman)

1 What type of anger is necessary?

21if others are committing blatant
violations of Jewish law, is it ever right to
display patience and tolerance?

Rabbi Eliyahu of Vilna (Kremar)
Gra or Vilna Gaon
(1720-1797)
o Born in Vilna, Lithuania.
o Authored hundreds of books, including
glosses on Shulchan Aruch.
o ‘Father’ of the Lithuanian Yeshiva world.
o Died and buried in Vilna.
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1 3 TorahLab/Rimonim/Protest/Talmud Bavli Ta’anis/Eitz Yosef le‘nlm

RPT RIN RN - NNIAT 12290 R2ANIX RN XA IR 1 Is the anger of youth an understandable
Y RPDIN stage of development or a positive trait

(R TINY T 97 N72yn NooN *Haa TInvn) for a Torah scholar?

Rava said, If you see a Torah scholar become
enraged, it is the Torah that is burning in him.

(Talmud Bavli Ta’anis 4a)

DOWVIRAY 95 NN LYY RNNIN RPT RIN RNPNIN
927 Y531 DOMINNY DM DNYTI DAVIND D2aANN
DYWIRM 09PN MININ Y2V DNY’T? %191 127 M Nna
DY2V NN'NY NR DMIRI2 DIN T'RYNN NN Ipan onn
RIN DYINYW 95 PIR TITN DN ITIN RPN DNYAY
q3% DIN TNRONN PIY WIT R1T IR I MITIN
NT YR WNI WRY NMIT M 92T RNW RNPNIRT .NOT
qNN DR NNNIN RN DON T'RYNN 9132 RN RANWYWI 1NY
NNRA RN D 250 NI RINY DYI 7Y YAV IR

.DIYaY DYIN MY Y1

(7 YN 90V PY QDY 12 ST AN 270)

There are men who are wise and calm, who act
with depth of judgment, always in line with the
ways of the world. They become critical when
they see this burst of anger, which transgresses
"good manners"... Rava was telling them to judge
favorably. For the Torah is a spiritual force, likened
to fire. It burns inside a Torah scholar and brings
him to anger. At times, the light of truth sends up
clouds of rage.

(Rabbi Chanoch Zundel Ben Yosef, Eitz Yosef, commentary to Talmud Bavli, Ta’anis 4)

Rabbi Chanoch Zundel ben Yosef

o Lived in Bialystock, Poland.
o Author of Eitz Yosef and Anaf Yosef
among other works.
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