


מתן תורה 1ai

Guide to the SourceS

The following sources are arranged thematically.
As you will notice, each theme is numbered, contains a “Key Concept”  and one or more supporting text(s). 

This is a summary and guide of  all the sources and concepts

When did the Torah originate?

Page 1a. The Torah does not begin by quoting Moshe 
Rabbeinu, because the Torah pre-existed Moshe 
Rabbeinu. We are also taught that Hashem created the 
world using the Torah as a blueprint.

Page 1b. The angels argue that the Torah should stay in 
Heaven and not be given to Man (i.e. Moshe Rabbeinu).

Who wrote the Torah?

Page 2. The Talmud argues as to whether Moshe 
Rabbeinu wrote the last eight verses of  the Torah 
describing his own death. From this dispute it can be 
understood that Moshe Rabbeinu wrote the rest of  the 
Torah.

When did Moshe Rabbeinu recieve the Torah from 
Hashem?

Page 3a. The Sefer HaBris (the Torah from Bereishis 
until Sinai) was presented to the Jewish people before 
Sinai.

Page 3b. Talmudic discussion whether the Torah was 
presented little by little in sections throughout the life 
of  Moshe Rabbeinu, or as one complete unit at the end of  
his life.

Page 3c. Tosafos wonders at the Talmud’s disregard of  
the Sefer HaBris.

Page 3d. The Brisker Rav explains that the Sefer HaBris 
was not yet considered Torah.

Page 3e. Talmudic dispute between Rabbi Yishmael and 
Rabbi Akiva whether all the details were taught at Sinai, 
or only general principles.

Page 3f. Two examples of  commandments that were 
obviously not given at Sinai.

Page 3g. Rashi explains according to the opinion of  
Rabbi Akiva that all of  the commandments were taught 
at Sinai.

Page 3h. Rabbi Yishmael, consistent with his opinion, 
states that the judicial laws were not taught at Sinai.

Page 3i. Chazon Ish explains the position of  Rabbi Akiva.

The Sefer Torah

Page 4a. Before Moshe Rabbeinu died he presented 
thirteen Sifrei Torah to the Jewish people.

Page 4b. Yehoshua brought the people into the Eretz 
Yisroel and strengthened the people to live by the Sefer 
Torah.



מתן תורה 1aRamban: IntRoductIon to beReIshIs

Key concept:

When did the 
Torah originate?

The Torah does not 
begin by quoting 
Moshe Rabbeinu, 
because the Torah 
pre-existed Moshe 

Rabbeinu. We are also 
taught that Hashem 

created the world 
using the Torah as a 

blueprint.

1aRamban: IntRoductIon to beReIshIs

Moshe Rabbeinu wrote this book of Bereishis together with the whole Torah from the 
mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He.

It is likely that he wrote it on Sinai for there it was said to him, “Come up to Me to the 
mountain, and be there; and I will give you the tablets of stone and the Torah and the 
commandments which I have written, to teach them”. ‘The tablets of stone’, include the 
tablets and the writing that are the ten commandments. ‘The commandments’ include 
the number of all the commandments, positive and negative. If so, the expression ‘and 
the Torah’ includes the stories from the beginning of Bereishis [and is called Torah - 
teaching] because it teaches people the ways of Torah faith. Upon descending from the 

poInt to pondeR:

What is the largest 
significance of the fact 
that Torah pre-exists 
creation?

contInued on the next page



מתן תורה 1aRamban: IntRoductIon to beReIshIs

mountain, he [Moshe] wrote the Torah from the beginning of Bereishis to the end of the 
account of the Mishkan. He wrote the conclusion of the Torah at the end of the fortieth 
year of wandering in the desert when he said [by command of God], Take this book of the 
law, and put it in the side of the Aron of your God.

This view accords with the opinion of the Talmudic sage who says that the Torah was 
written in sections. However, according to the sage who says that the Torah was given in 
its entirety, everything was written in the fortieth year when he [Moshe] was commanded, 
“Now write you this song for you and teach it to the Children of Israel; put it in their 
mouths”, and, as he was further instructed, “Take this book of the law, and put it in the 
side of the Aron of the Eternal your God.” 

In either case it would have been proper for him to write at the beginning of the book of 
Bereishis: “And God spoke to Moshe all these words, saying.” The reason it was written 
anonymously [without the above introductory phrase] is that Moshe Rabbeinu, did not 
write the Torah in the first person like the prophets who did mention themselves. For 
example, it is often said of Yechezkel, “And the word of the Eternal came to me.” Moshe 
Rabbeinu, however, wrote this history of all former generations and his own genealogy, 
history and experiences in the third person. Therefore he says “And God spoke to Moshe, 
saying to him” as if he were speaking about another person. And because this is so, Moshe 
is not mentioned in the Torah until his birth, and even at that time he is mentioned as if 
someone else was speaking about him.

Now do not find difficulty in the matter of Devarim where he [Moshe] does speak about 
himself - [as he says,] “And I sought the Eternal; And I prayed to the Eternal,-” for the 
beginning of that book reads: These are the words which Moshe spoke to all Israel. Thus 
throughout Devarim he is like one who narrates things in the exact launguage in which 
they were spoken.

The reason for the Torah being written in this form [namely, the third person] is that it 
preceded the creation of the world, and, needless to say, it preceded the birth of Moshe 
Rabbeinu. It has been transmitted to us by tradition that it [the Torah] was written with 
letters of black fire upon a background of white fire. Thus Moshe was like a scribe who 
copies from an ancient book, and therefore he wrote anonymously.

However, it is true and clear that the entire Torah - from the beginning of Bereishis to “in 
the sight of all Israel” [the last words in Devarim] - reached the ear of Moshe from the 
mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, just as it is said elsewhere, “He pronounced all 
these words to me with His mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book”. God informed 
Moshe first of the manner of the creation of heaven and earth and all of their hosts, that 
is, the creation of all things, high and low. Likewise [He informed him of] everything that 
would be said by prophecy concerning the seoterics of the Divine Chariots [in the vision 
of Yechezkel] and the process of creation, and what has been transmitted about them 
to the Sages. [Moshe was informed about these] together with an account of the four 
forces in the lower world: the force of minerals, vegetation in the earth, living motion, 
and the rational soul. With regard to all of these matters - their creation, their essence, 
their powers and functions, and the disintegration of those of them that are destroyed 
- Moshe Rabbeinu was apprised, and all of it was written in the Torah, explicitly or by 
implication. Now our sages have already said: “Fifty gates [degrees] of understanding 
were created in the world, but all were transmitted to Moshe with one exception, as it 
is said, ‘You have made him but little lower then the angels’.”

contInued



מתן תורה

Key concept:

When did the 
Torah originate?

talmud bavlI: shabbos 88b 1b

The angels argue that 
the Torah should stay 
in Heaven and not be 

given to Man  
(i.e. Moshe Rabbeinu).

poInt to pondeR:

When the angels argue 
that the Torah should 
stay in heaven, Hashem 
instructs Moshe 
Rabbeinu to respond to 
them. Why does Hashem 
not respond?

Another teaching by R. Yehoshua ben Levi regarding the giving of the Torah: “When 
Moshe ascended to the Heavenly heights, the ministering angels said before the Holy 
One, Blessed be He: “Master of the Universe! What is someone born of a woman doing 
among us?” - God said to them: “He has come to recieve the Torah.” - They said before 
Him: “The coveted and treasured [Torah] that was stored by You as a treasure for nine 
hundred and seventy-four generations before the world was created! - You intend to give 
that to flesh and blood?! - What is a mortal that You should remember Him or the son 
of man that You should recall Him? Hashem, Our Lord, how grand is Your name in all 
the earth [already], that You [should rather] bestow Your glory upon the heavens.” The 
Holy One, blessed  be He, said to Moshe: “Give them an answer.” - [Moshe] said before 
Him: “Master of the Universe! I fear to reply to them lest they burn me with the breath 
of their mouths.” - [God] said to him: “Take hold of the throne of My Glory and then give 
them an answer.”

AdApted with permission 
from the Artscroll 
schottenstein edition of 
the tAlmud.



מתן תורה talmud bavlI: bava basRa 15a 2

The Talmud argues 
as to whether Moshe 
Rabbeinu wrote the 
last eight verses of  

the Torah describing 
his own death. From 
this dispute it can be 

understood that Moshe 
Rabbeinu wrote the 
rest of  the Torah.

Key concept:

Who wrote the 
Torah?

poInt to pondeR:

Why, in the view that 
the last eight verses of 

the Torah were written 
in tears, must these 

verses always be read 
together and never 

divided?

AdApted with permission 
from the Artscroll 

schottenstein edition of 
the tAlmud.

THE GEMARA QUOTES FROM THE BARAISA: The master taught in the Baraisa, Yehoshua wrote his book, and the 
final eight veses in the Torah, which describe events that took place after the death of Moshe.

THE GEMARA ALIGNS THIS VIEW WITH ONE SIDE OF A TANNAIC DEBATE: This Baraisa was taught in accordance 
with the view that the final eight verses of the Torah were written by Yehoshua. For it was taught in a different 
Baraisa: Scripture states: ‘And Moshe, the servant of Hashem, died there.’ Is it possible that after Moshe died, 
he wrote: ‘And Moshe died there’?! Rather, Moshe wrote up to this point and Yehoshua wrote from this point 
and on; these are the words of R. Yehudah, or as some say, the words of R. Nechemiah. R. Shimon said to him: 
Is it possible that the Torah scroll written by Moshe was missing even one letter? But it is written in reference 
to Moshes’ scroll: ‘Take this Torah scroll’, which implies that it was complete! Rather R. Shimon explained, up 
to this point The Holy One, Blessed is He, would dictate what was to be written, Moshe would say what God 
dictated and write it down. But from this point on, The Holy One, Blessed is He would dictate and Moshe would 
write with tears.

R. SHIMON CONTINUES BY DEMONSTRATING THAT THIS METHOD, OF THE MASTER DICTATING TO A SCRIBE, 
WAS THE STANDARD PRACTICE: As it is stated in a later verse: “and Baruch [Yirmiyahu’s scribe] said to them, 
“From his [Yirmiyahu’s] mouth he dictated to me all these words, and I wrote them on the scroll with ink.”  
(Yirmiyahu 36:18)

THE GEMARA QUOTES A HALACHIC RULING THAT CONCERNS THE FINAL EIGHT VERSES OF THE TORAH, AND 
SEEKS TO ALIGN IT WITH ONE SIDE OF THE PRECEDING DEBATE BETWEEN R. YEHUDAH (OR R. NEHEMIAH) AND 
R. SHIMON: With whose view does the following ruling reported by R. Yehoshua bar Abba in the name of Rav 
Gidal who had said it in the name of Rav - conform? “Regarding the communal reading of the Torah, the final 
eight verses of the Torah must be read by a single person, i.e. they may not be interrupted.” Are we to say that it 
follows the view of R. Yeudah and not the view of R. Shimon? For, in R. Shimon’s view, the last eight verses were 
written by Moshe, like the rest of the Torah, and thus should not be subject to any special regulations!

The Gemara replies: “You may even say that Rav’s ruling conforms with the view of R. Shimon. Although, 
according to R. Shimon, these eight verses were written by Moshe, since they were written in a different manner 
(i.e. with tears), they are different from the rest of the Torah and as such may be subject to special rules.”



מתן תורה shemos 24:7 wIth RashI 3a

Key concept:

When did Moshe 
recieve the Torah 

from God?

The Sefer HaBris (the 
Torah from Bereishis 

until Sinai) was 
presented to the Jewish 

people before Sinai. 

poInt to pondeR:

Why is the Torah, from 
Creation until Sinai, 
called Sefer HaBris?

And he took the Scroll of the Covenant, and he read it to the full attention of the people; 
and they said, ‘Everything that Hashem commands we will obey and later understand!’

RASHI: From the Creation until the giving of the Torah, and the commandments that were given at 
Marah (Mechilta 19:10)



מתן תורה talmud bavlI: gIttIn 60a

Key concept:

When did Moshe 
recieve the Torah 

from God?

Talmudic discussion 
whether the Torah was 
presented little by little 
in sections throughout 

the life of  Moshe 
Rabbeinu, or as one 
complete unit at the 

end of  his life. 

poInt to pondeR:

Is there more to the 
difference of opinion 
as to whether the 
Torah was delivered 
in stages or as one 
completed unit at the 
culmination of Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s life? Is this 
merely a question of 
method of delivery?

3b

R. Yochanan said in the name of R. Benah: The written Torah was handed down scroll by 
scroll, for it is stated in a verse: “Then I [King David] said: Behold, I have come; [but] in a 
scroll of the Book it is written about me.” (Tehillim 40:8)  In this verse, the portion of the 
Torah that that presages King David’s existence is referred to as a scroll of the Book. This 
indicates that the Torah was originally recorded in separate scrolls.

A CONFLICTING OPINION: R. Shimon ben Lakish says: The Torah was handed down to 
Israel as a unit, for I stated in a verse: “Take this Book of the Torah.” (Devarim 31:26)

THE GEMARA QUESTIONS R. YOCHANAN’S VEIW: But according to the other opinion (R. 
Yochanan) too, it is written: “Take this Book of the Torah”, which implies that the Torah 
was recorded as a unit. How does R. Yochanan explain that verse?

THE GEMARA ANSWERS: That verse was stated by Moshe after [the individual scrolls] 
were attached. When he finished binding the segments together, Moshe instructed 
the Leviim to take the completed Torah scroll. However, the segments were originally 
recorded independently.

THE GEMARA NOW TURNS TO REISH LAKISH’S OPINION: But according to the other 
opinion (R. Shimon ben Lakish) too, it is written: ‘In a scroll of the Book it is written 
about me’, implying that the Torah was first recorded in seperate scrolls. How does R. 
Shimon ben Lakish explain that verse?

THE GEMARA ANSWERS: That verse means that the entire Torah is referred to as a scroll, 
for it is written: “And He said to me: What do you see? And I said: I see a scroll floating.” 
(Zecharia 5:2) 

AdApted with permission 
from the Artscroll 
schottenstein edition of 
the tAlmud.



מתן תורה 3ctalmud bavlI: gIttIn 60a: tosafos

Key concept:

When did Moshe 
recieve the Torah 

from God?

Tosafos wonders at the 
Talmud’s disregard of  

the Sefer HaBris

poInt to pondeR:

Is there more to the dif--
ference of opinion as 
to whether the Torah 
was delivered in stages 
or as one completed 
unit at the culmination 
of Moshe Rabbeinu’s 
life? Is this merely a 
question of method of 
delivery?

This opinion on the surface makes no sense! Is it not written (in Shemos 24:7) ‘And he 
took the “Book of the Convenant,” and he read it to the people,’ and Rashi explains there 
that the Book of the Convenant refers to that section of the Torah beginning with the 
Creation until here (“Matan Torah” and the commandments given at Marah)!

SURFACE EXPLANATION: How is it possible to say that the Torah was given in one complete 
chunk at the end of forty years; here we have a reference to a smaller chunk; namely the 
Sefer HaBris, the Book of the Convenant?   



מתן תורה the bRIsKeR Rav             Quoted in u’venuchoyomar by Rabbi m. mark

Key concept:
When did Moshe 
receive the Torah 

from God?

The Brisker Rav 
explains that the Sefer 

HaBris was not yet 
considered Torah.

point to ponder:

Is the explanation of 

the Brisker Rav in any 

way related to the 

question raised in 3a, 

namely why that part 

of Torahis called Sefer 

HaBris?

3d

And regarding the matter of the writing of the Torah, we find in the Gemara Gittin 60a 
the following, ‘Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Benah, “The Torah was written 
scroll by scroll.”; Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish says, “The Torah was given complete,” and 
Rashi explains, under the reference “complete,” [and this is his language,] “complete and 
perfected and all-inclusive.”

Thus according to Rashi, there is a dispute regarding whether the Torah was written 
in individual sections, or whether it was written altogether at the end of the forty year 
period, close to the death of Moshe Rabbeinu.

And the Baalei HaTosafos ask there, beginning with the words ‘Torah sealed,’ “How 
strange (to imagine that the Torah was given all in one peice)! For it is written in Shemos 
24:7 ‘And he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the People,” and Rashi explains 
there that Sefer HaBris refers to the material from Creation till here.” His question seems 
to be that the aforementioned verse implies the existence of a written part of the Torah 
before the end of the forty years!

Refer to the Sefer ‘Imrei Chen’ ...who cites in the name of the Brisker Rav, that “this Book 
of the Covenant” did not have the din of a Sefer Torah; that is, it lacked the essential legal 
requirement to be called a Sefer Torah. A proof of this is Rashi’s reference in the name 
of the Mechilta in Parshas Yisro, to the commandments given to the People of Israel at 
Marah, thus we are forced to say that similarly, the Sefer Torah is one entity and the 
Sefer HaBris is s a seperate and distinct entity.”



מתן תורה

point to ponder:

In the dispute 

between Rabbi 

Yishmael and Rabbi 

Akiva, there are two 

components: (1) Were 

all the commandments 

transmitted at Sinai?; 

(2) Were just general 

principles given at 

Sinai,  or principles and 

details? Rabbi Yishmael 

embraces the view 

that general principles 

were transmitted, 

and not all the 

commandments. 

Rabbi Akiva avers that 

principles and details 

were transmitted 

at Sinai, and all the 

commandments were 

transmitted at Sinai. 

What does this tell you 

about the fundamental 

difference between 

these sages on how 

they understood the 

experience at Sinai?

Key concept:
When did Moshe 
receive the Torah 

from God?

Talmudic dispute 
between Rabbi 

Yishmael and Rabbi 
Akiva whether all the 
details were taught at 
Sinai, or only general 

principles.

talmud bavlI: chagIgah 6 wIth RashI 3e

...As we learned in a Beraisa, ‘Rabbi Yishmael says, “General principles were stated at 
Sinai and details at the Ohel Moed”; ‘Rabbi Akiva says, “General principles and details 
were stated at Sinai, and reviewed in the Ohel Moed and taught a third time at the Plains 
of Moav.

Rashi: “General principles were stated at Sinai” many topics were stated at Sinai in a ‘closed’ 
manner; that is, they were not explained fully, but they were explained to him (Moshe) after the Mishkan 
was erected, at the Ohel Moed. For example, the laws of the Sacrificial Service were not explained fully. 
Rather, there was only the statement that an “earthen altar should be constructed for me, and you shall 
sacrifice your Burnt Offerings and your Peace Offerings” (Shemos 20), but neither the manner of sacrificing 
the blood not the stripping of the skin not the dismemberent of the Burnt Offerings, nor the sacrifice of 
the inner parts of the Peace Offerings were taught.

“And Details were Taught at the Ohel Moed” From the time that the Mishkan was erected, and 
Hashem spoke with him (Moshe) from the top of the paroches, there did the Torah elaborate on these 
matters, as it is written ‘And Hashem spoke to him from the Ohel Moed, to transmit.’ And in the Book 
known as the ‘Law of the Priests,’ namely Vayikra, there were explained all the laws of the sacrifices and 
many others.

“And Taught a Third Time at the Plains of Moav” From the ‘mouth of Moshe’ to the People of 
Israel, as the Torah says, ‘Across the Yarden, in the Land of Moav, Moshe did indeed explain the entire 

Torah, etc. (Devarim 1).’



מתן תורה bamidbar 15:32-36

Key concept:
When did Moshe 
receive the Torah 

from God?

Two examples of  
commandments that 
were obviously not 

given at Sinai.

point to ponder:

Are there more examples 

of the obligations that 

were clearly not given at 

Sinai?

3f-1

32 While the Israelites were in the desert, they discovered a man gathering sticks on 
Shabbos. 33 The ones who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moshe, Ahron and 
the entire community. 34 Since it was not specified what must be done to him, they placed 
him under guard. 35 God said to Moshe, “That man must die. Let the entire community 
pelt him with stones outside the camp.” 36 The entire community took him outside the 
camp, and they pelted him to death with stones. It was done as God had commanded 
Moshe.



מתן תורה bamidbar 27:1-5

1 A petition was presented by the daughters of Tzelafchad, son of Chefer, son of Gilead, son of Makhir, son of 
Menashe, of the family of Yosef’s son Menashe. The names of these daughters were Machlah, No’ah, Chaglah, 
Milkah and Tirza. 2 They now stood before Moshe, Eleazar the priest, the princes, and the entire community at 
the entrance of the Ohel Moed with the following petition: 3 “Our father died in the desert. He was not among 
the members of Korach’s party who protested against God, but he died because of his own sin without leaving 
any sons. 4 Why should our father’s name be disadvantaged in his family merely because he did not have a 
son? Give us a portion of land along with our father’s brothers.” 5 Moshe brought their case before God. 6 God 
spoke to Moshe, saying: 7 The daughters of Tzelafchad have a just claim. Give them a hereditary portion of land 
alongside their father’s brothers. Let their father’s hereditary property thus pass over to them. 8 Speak to the 
Israelites and tell them that if a man dies and has no son, his hereditary property shall pass over to his daughter. 
9 If he has no daughter, then his hereditary property shall be given to his brothers. 10 If he has no brothers, you 
shall give his property to his father’s brother. 11 If his father had no brothers, then you shall give his property to 
the closest relative in his family, who shall then be his heir. This was the decreed law of the Israelites, as God 
had commanded Moshe.

3f-2



מתן תורה

point to ponder:

In the dispute 

between Rabbi 

Yishmael and Rabbi 

Akiva, there are two 

components: (1) Were 

all the commandments 

transmitted at Sinai?; 

(2) Were just general 

principles given at 

Sinai,  or principles and 

details? Rabbi Yishmael 

embraces the view 

that general principles 

were transmitted, 

and not all the 

commandments. 

Rabbi Akiva avers that 

principles and details 

were transmitted 

at Sinai, and all the 

commandments were 

transmitted at Sinai. 

What does this tell you 

about the fundamental 

difference between 

these sages on how 

they understood the 

experience at Sinai?

Key concept:
When did Moshe 
receive the Torah 

from God?

Rashi explains, 
according to the 

opinion of  Rabbi 
Akiva, that all of  the 
commandments were 

taught at Sinai.

3g-1vayIKRa 25:1 wIth RashI

“And the Lord spoke to Moshe at Har Sinai saying. Speak to the Children of Israel and say 
to them, “When you come into the land that I am giving you, let the land rest during the 
period of Shabbos granted it by Hashem.”

RASHI: “At Har Sinai” What is the connection between the Sabbatical Year and Mount Sinai? We must 
say that the connection is that just as general principles and details of the Sabbatical Year were stated at 
Sinai, so was it in regard to all the Commandments, that their general principles and details were taught 
at Sinai...



מתן תורה 3g-2u’venucho yomaR by RabbI m. maRK

Regarding the matter of when were the ‘mitzvos,’ the commandments, given - that is, were they all given on 
Sinai, or were there some that were given only later, during the course of the forty year period, that is not 
dependent on the question of what time the Sefer Torah was written. 

For even if we subscribe to the opinion that it was given complete, in accordance with Rashi’s explanation in 
Gittin, that it was not written at all until the end of the forty year period, nevertheless it is certainly possible 
to imagine that the commandments were given previously on Sinai, and just were not yet written down in the 
Torah.

And even though Rashi’s words in Parshas Behar are well known, That all the mitzvos were given, in full detail, 
and there is another Gemara in Maseches Megilah 19b that even the  details added by the “Soferim” were 
shown by Hashem to Moshe Rabbeinu, at Sinai. With all that, the plain sense of the text indicates that many 
commandments such as the Laws of the Sacrifices were not given as yet until a later time, in the Ohel Moed.

And also, there are commandments such as the Laws of Inheritances and others, that appear not to have been 
given until the end of the forty year period at the Plains of Moav.

But the fact of the matter is that it is a dispute among the Tannaim, in Masheches Chagigah 6a, and other 
places. For example, where we have learned in a Beraisa, ‘Rabbi Yishmael says, “Only general principles were 
stated at Sinai, and details were provided at the Ohel Moed.” And Rabbi Akiva says that both general principles 
and details were provided at Sinai, but they were repeated in the Ohel Moed, and repeated yet again on the 
Plains of Moav.

And what RashiI wrote in Behar is according to the view of Rabbi Akiva... That is, that everything was given 
already at Sinai, but repeated a second time at the Ohel Moed, and a third time later. Unlike the position of 
Rabbi Yishmael who maintains that what happened is according to the plain sense of the verses, that the details 
of many commandments were not given until the Ohel Moed.  



מתן תורה

Key concept:
When did Moshe 
receive the Torah 

from God?

3hshemos 21:1 wIth mechIlta and toRah temImah

Rabbi Yishmael, 
consistent with his 

opinion, states that the 
judicial laws were not 

taught at Sinai.

point to ponder:

Is the dispute between 
Rabbi Yishmael and 
Rabbi Akiva, there are 
two components: (1) 
were all the command--
ments transmitted at 
Sinai?; (2) Were just gen--
eral principles given at 
Sinai, or principles and 
details? Rabbi Yishamael 
embraces the view 
that general principles 
were transmitted, and 
not all the command--
ments. Rabbi Akiva 
avers that principles and 
details were transmit--
ted at Sinai. What does 
this tell you about the 
fundamental difference 
between these sages on 
how they understood 
the experience at Sinai?

And These are the Laws..

MECHILTA: We learned in a Beraisa, ‘Rabbi Yishmael says, “And these...” adds to those 
stated previously; Just as those came from Sinai, so did those following come from 
Sinai.’

TORAH TEMIMAH: ...And Rabbi Yishmael did especially need this interpratation, to accord 
with his view stated in Maseches Zevachim 115b, that all the commandments of the 
Torah were taught at Sinai only as far as their general principles, the above interpretation 
teaches that this subject was (an exception) and was stated in its detail at Sinai.”

Thus, even though at first glance, there seems to be an implication that Rabbi Yishmael’s 
statement here is in conflict with the Beraisa in Maseches Sanhedrin 57b, where it is 
derived that the monetary laws were commanded at Marah, the conflict can be resolved 
by saying that Rabbi Yishmael’s opinion is that the general principles of monetary laws 
applicable between parties were taught there (at Marah), while here (at Sinai) all the 
details were provided, as explained in this Parshah...”
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point to ponder:

In the dispute 
between Rabbi 
Yishmael and Rabbi 
Akiva, there are two 
components: (1) Were 
all the commandments 
transmitted at Sinai?; 
(2) Were just general 
principles given at 
Sinai,  or principles and 
details? Rabbi Yishmael 
embraces the view 
that general principles 
were transmitted, 
and not all the 
commandments. 
Rabbi Akiva avers that 
principles and details 
were transmitted 
at Sinai, and all the 
commandments were 
transmitted at Sinai. 
What does this tell you 
about the fundamental 
difference between 
these sages on how 
they understood the 
experience at Sinai?

Key concept:
When did Moshe 
receive the Torah 

from God?

Chazon Ish explains 
the position of  Rabbi 

Akiva.

3i

1 Insofar as the sequence of the giving of the sections of the Torah, and identification 
of the places and the times of their being transmitted requires painstaking analysis and 
much study, and many sections of the Gemara with back-and-forth dispute are dedicated 
to the topic, such as the sections in Gittin 60a and Chagiga 6a, we have thought it worth-
while to present what we have concluded from our analysis of the topic:...
2 It is clear from the words of our Sages that all six hundred thirteen commandments 
were taught to Moshe on Mount Sinai during those forty days, and the opinion of Rabbi 
Akiva, found in Chagiga 6, is that both general principles and details were stated at Sinai, 

contInued on the next page
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[and this is also the opinion of Rashi in his Commentary on the Torah at the beginning 
of Parshas Behar].

And in the second period of forty days, the Holy One Blessed is He returned to him 
the entire Torah, for it would not be proper that he should retain anything from what 
he had learned during the initial period of forty days, for that Covenant was broken. 
And also, Moshe was not commanded to write them yet, nor to transmit them to the 
People of Israel, except for in the special cases of paticular commandments that he was 
commanded to give over to the People of Israel.

But nevertheless, he was not commanded to write them, according to the one who says 
that the Torah was given as a “complete agregate” [Gittin 60a], and when the Mishkan 
was erected, the subjects that he had learned at Sinai were reviewed with him, in the 
Ohel Moed. And there remains room to speculate as to whether all the six hundred 
thirteen commandments were reviewed with him in the Ohel Moed at one time, or 
whether only those which the People of Israel were being commanded at that time were 
reviewed with him. 
3 And at the Plains of Moav the commandments were taught to him a third time, and 
the Divine Presence was, as it were, speaking from the throat of Moshe. And this time 
he was commanded to write them down, in accordance with the language that had 
been spoken to him in the case of each individual section at the time that he had been 
commanded to transmit them to the People of Israel.

And among them were commandments that were written in the language in which he 
had recieved them at Sinai, and commandments in the language in which they were said 
to him in the Ohel Moed, and some in the language of the Plains of Moav. And there were 
some that had been repeated and some that were taught a third time, and all the writing 
was “dictated, as it were, from the mouth of Hashem, through the hand of Moshe.”

And there were changes in the language in the case of some commandments that had 
been taught at Sinai and at the Ohel Moed and at the Plains of Moav. That variation was 
to hint to us in its written form, the Torah was taught to Moshe at Sinai in the form of 
“Torah she-b’al peh,” as our Rabbis have recieved the Tradition, to interpret the Torah 
according to its words written in the short form and those written in the long form and 
those written with transformations of letters.

chazon Ish: moed 125 3icontInued
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Before Moshe 
Rabbeinu died he 
presented thirteen 
Sifrei Torah to the 

Jewish People.

Key concept:
The Sefer Torah

point to ponder:

Why did Moshe 
Rabbeinu present Torah 
scrolls to each of the 
tribes?

If one was not 
enough for the entire 
community of Israel, 
one was surely not 
enough for each tribe, 
which numbered in 
thousands. Was there a 
message to the tribes in 
this gesture?

The Sages said, “Since Moshe knew that he was to die on that day, what did he do? R. 
Yanai said, ‘He wrote thirteen copies of the Torah; twelve he gave to the twelve tribes, 
and one he put in the Aron. So that if one would want to make a false change in the text, 
there would always be a copy in the Aron against which the change could be verified. 
Moshe said, ‘Since I am busy with the Torah, which is altogether Life, the day will end, 
and the decree will be cancelled.’ What did the Holy One, Blessed is He do? He signaled 
to the sun, and the sun stood still, as if hardened in place. It complained, ‘I cannot set, 
but Moshe remains alive!’ Therefore Iyov explained, ‘Did I not weep for the day that was 
hardened in place?’ For the day had remained immobile! So therefore, what does the 
expression ‘Thus your day is drawing near to its end.’ mean? It is as when one says to his 
friend, ‘so-and-so complained about you before the king’.”
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1Now it came to pass after the death of Moshe the servant of the Lord, that the Lord 
spoke to Yehoshua the son of Nun, assistant of Moshe, saying: 2 ‘Moshe My servant 
is dead, now therefore arise, go over this Yarden, thou, and all this people, unto 
the land which I do give to them, even to the Children of Israel.3 Every place that 
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, to you have I given it, as I spoke to Moshe. 
4From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, to the great river, the river Euphrates, all 
the land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your border. 5There shall not any man be able to stand before you all the 
days of your life; as I was with Moshe, so I will be with you; I will not fail you, 
or forsake you. 6Be strong and of good courage; for you shall cause this people 
to inherit the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be strong 
and very courageous, to observe to do according to all the law, which Moshe My 
servant commanded you; tum not from it to the right hand or to the left, that you 
may have good success wherever you go. 8This book of the law shall not depart out 
of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may observe 
to do according to all that is written there; for then you shall make your ways 
prosperous, and then you shall have good success. 9Have not I commanded you? Be 
strong and of good courage; be not fearful, neither be dismayed: for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.’

point to ponder:

The Haftorah recited on
Simchas Torah is from 
the first chapter of Sefer
Yehoshua. Considering 
that there are other 
appropriate selections, 
including the conclusion 
of Sefer Yehoshua, which 
contains Yehoshua’s 
profound parting words 
to the people, why in
fact was this section 
chosen?

Yehoshua brought the
people into the Lund

of  Israel and
strengthened the

people to live by the
Sefer Torah.

Yehoshua 1 : 1-9 4b

Key concept:

The Sefer Torah


